
سُوْرَةُ العَْنكَْبوُت  
Surat al-‘Ankabūt (29)

The 

Spider

C O M M E N TA R Y  O F  T H E  Q U R ’ A N

R A M A DA N 2 0 2 0



RAMADAN 2020 – COMMENTARY OF SURAT AL-’ANKABUT SHAYKH SALEEM BHIMJI

Sūrat Al-ʿAnkabūt: Review for Today



RAMADAN 2020 – COMMENTARY OF SURAT AL-’ANKABUT SHAYKH SALEEM BHIMJI

Sūrat Al-ʿAnkabūt: Review for Today

Review for Today

Āyāt 16 - 18



RAMADAN 2020 – COMMENTARY OF SURAT AL-’ANKABUT SHAYKH SALEEM BHIMJI

Response to a Viewer’s Question

QUESTION: “In Part 2, he mentioned that we need

to go ask the person we talked negatively about

to forgive us. My question is can we send them a

general text message saying please forgive us for

what we may have said about you or anything

negative that we did to you, etc. Would that

count?”
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Sūrat Al-ʿAnkabūt: Introduction

God’s precedence in 
testing humans' faith

Testing 
people’s faith 
at all times. 
(Verses 1-4)

4 Verses

Different 
groups going 

through Divine 
Trials. (Verses 

5-13)

9 Verses

Consequences 
of disbelieving 

in Prophets 
sent by God. 

(Verses 14-44)

31 Verses

The trials 
which those 

who opposed 
the Prophets 

went through. 
(Verses 45-68)

24 Verses

Achievements 
of those who 

struggle in the 
way of God –
Divine Mercy 

and Guidance. 
(Verse 69)

1 Verse

 
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Sūrat Al-ʿAnkabūt: Introduction

Prophet Nuh  

Prophet Ibrahim  

Prophet Lut 

Prophet Shuayb

Prophet Hud 

Prophet Salih 

Prophet Musa 
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Sūrat Al-ʿAnkabūt: Verses 16 to 18

Prophet Ibrahim and his Nation

◦ Region: Iraq - however as he was an Ulu al-’Azm prophet,

his message was universal for all on earth at that time

◦ Meaning: Various opinions including ‘The Father of a

Large Nation’

◦ Quranic Usage: Mentioned 69 times

◦ Chapter of the Quran: Chapter 14 – Surah Ibrahim



Sūrat Al-ʿAnkabūt: Verses 16 to 18

مْ كُنتُْ إ نْ لَكُمْ خَيْر ذَل كُمْ وَاتَقُوهُ الَلَّ اعْبُدُوال قَومْ ه  قَالَ إ ذْ وَإِبرَْاه يمَ 
١٦تَعْلَمُونَ 

And Ibrahim, too, We sent as a Messenger and

he said to his people in conveying the
message: “You must worship Allah alone and

maintain your taqwa of Him. Doing so is the

best for you, if you would know the truth of
the matter". (16)
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Sūrat Al-ʿAnkabūt: Verses 16 to 18

وْثاَناًالَلّ  دُون  م نْ تَعْبُدُونَ وإ نَمَا
َ
م نْ دُونَ تَعْبُ الََّ ينَ إ نَ إ فكًْ وَتََلُْقُونَ أ

وَاعْبُدُوهُ الر  زْقَ الَلّ  ع ندَْ فاَبتَْغُوار زقْاًلكَُمْ يَمْل كُونَ لَ الَلّ  دُون  
١٧ترُجَْعُونَ إ لََهْ  لَُ وَاشْكُرُوا

Ibrahim continued to speak to his community and told them: “You

worship only idols instead of Allah the real God, and thus you invent a

mere falsehood by deifying these life-less objects. Surely those beings

whom you deify and make statutes of that you worship instead of Allah

do not have power to provide for you; so seek all your provision from

Allah, and worship Him and be thankful to Him for all that He has given

to you. And know that to Him you are being brought back.” (17)
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Sūrat Al-ʿAnkabūt: Verses 16 to 18

بوُاوَإِنْ  مَمر كَذَبَ فَقَدْ تكَُذ  
ُ
الْْلَََغُ إ لَ الرَسُول  عَََ وَمَاقَبلْ كُمْ م نْ أ

١٨المُْب يُ 
And if you deny Our messenger Prophet Ibrahim,

then you must know that many communities

before you denied the messengers sent to them,

but their denial was of no avail to them. What rests

with the messenger is no more than to convey the

message fully and clearly. (18)
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Sūrat Al-ʿAnkabūt: Verses 16 to 18
Pr

op
he

t 
Ib

ra
hi

m
 

His first born son, 

Ismail  (From 

his second wife, 

Hajra)

Prophet 
Muhammad 

His second born 

son, Ishaq

(From his first 

wife, Sara)

Prophet Ya’qub 
(a.k.a. Israel) 

Prophet Yusuf 

Prophet Yunus

Prophet Musa 

Prophet Harun 

Prophet Ayyub 

Prophet Dawud

Prophet Sulayman

Prophet Zakariyya 

Prophet Yahya 

Prophet Isa  (Through his 
mother, Maryam binte Imran)
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Sūrat Al-ʿAnkabūt: Verses 16 to 18

Major Events in the Life of Prophet Ibrahim 

▪ Thrown into the fire for questioning and destroying the idols of his

community;

▪ Leaving Iraq and moving to Palestine;

▪ Birth of Ismail through his second wife Hajra and settling them in Mecca;

▪ Birth of Ishaq through his first wife, Sara;

▪ His temporary move back to Mecca and order to sacrifice his son, Ismail;

▪ Rebuilding of the Ka’bah with his son, Ismail;

▪ Death of Prophet Ibrahim at the age of 175.
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Sūrat Al-ʿAnkabūt: Verses 16 to 18

THE FOUR MAJOR DEBATES OF

PROPHET IBRAHIM TO CONVINCE

PEOPLE ABOUT THE ONE GOD
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Sūrat Al-ʿAnkabūt: Verses 16 to 18

▪ His uncle, Azar (19:41-48):

ُ وَلَ يُغْنِ  عَنكَْ شَيئًْا بتَ  ل مَ تَعْبُدُ مَا لَ يسَْمَعُ وَلَ يُبصِْ 
َ
ب يه  ياَ أ

َ
إ ذْ قاَلَ لِ 

When he said to his father: "O my father! Why do you 

worship that which neither hears nor sees, nor can in 

anything avail you? (19:42)
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Sūrat Al-ʿAnkabūt: Verses 16 to 18

▪ The Idol Worshippers (21:52-67):

نتَْ فَعَلتَْ هََٰذَا ب آل هَت نَا ياَ إ برَْاه يمُ 
َ
أ
َ
۝قاَلوُا أ

“Abraham,” they asked, “is it you who has done this to our 

deities?”
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Sūrat Al-ʿAnkabūt: Verses 16 to 18

▪ The Star Worshippers (6:75-79):

ُ وَلَ يُغْنِ  عَنكَْ شَيئًْا بتَ  ل مَ تَعْبُدُ مَا لَ يسَْمَعُ وَلَ يُبصِْ 
َ
ب يه  ياَ أ

َ
إ ذْ قاَلَ لِ 

When the night overspread over him, Ibrahim, he saw a 

star; and he exclaimed: “This is my Lord, is it?" But when it 

set sank from sight, he said: “I love not the things that set.” 

(6:76)
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Sūrat Al-ʿAnkabūt: Verses 16 to 18

▪ The Leader of the time, Nimrud (2:258):

لمَْ 
َ
نْ رَب  ه  ف  إ برَْاه يمَ حَاجَ الََّ يإ لَ ترََ أ

َ
َ إ برَْاه يمُ قاَلَ إ ذْ المُْلكَْ الَلُّ آتاَهُ أ ناَقَالَ وَيُم يتُ يُُيْ  الََّ يرَب  

َ
حْي  أ

ُ
م يتُ أ

ُ
ت  الَلَّ فإَ نَ مُ إ برَْاه يقاَلَ ۖ وَأ

ْ
يأَ

ت  المَْشْْ ق  م نَ ب الشَمْس  
ْ
الظَال م يَ القَْومَْ يَهْد يلَ وَالَلُّ ۗ كَفَرَ الََّ يفَبُه تَ المَْغْر ب  م نَ ب هَافَأ

Do you not consider the one who disputed with Ibrahim about his Lord in

defiance of Him because of the kingdom Allah had granted him? When

Ibrahim said, “My Lord is He Who gives life and causes to die,” he, Nimrud,

retorted: “I give life and make to die.” Ibrahim replied: “Surely Allah causes

the sun to rise in the east, now you cause it to rise in the west if your claim

that you are God is true!” Thus was the unbeliever that was Nimrud utterly

confounded. Indeed Allah does not guide such wrongdoing people. (2:258)
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Sūrat Al-ʿAnkabūt: Verses 16 to 18

THE THREE MAJOR TESTS OF PROPHET

IBRAHIM 
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Sūrat Al-ʿAnkabūt: Verses 16 to 18

▪ TEST 1: Being thrown into the fire after destroying the

idols. (21:58)

▪ TEST 2: Leaving his wife and son in the barren land of

Mecca. (14:37)

▪ TEST 3: Having to sacrifice his son by the order of Allah.

(37:102)



Sūrat Al-ʿAnkabūt: Verses 16 to 18

Points for Reflection

1. Worship of Allah and Taqwa go hand in hand – otherwise it is

merely “empty worship”.

2. True worship of Allah must be built upon knowledge and from

there, our worship will have meaning and purpose and our

taqwa will develop, but the pursuit of knowledge must always be

in our lives.

3. When educating others about Islam, we must be clear and

concise and present the true picture of the faith.
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